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Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [5.19 pm]: Unfortunately today during private members’ business 
and the debate on the excellent motion brought by my colleague Hon Mark Lewis to this house, which gave a 
number of people in this house the opportunity to talk about the positive impact of the recent state budget 
announcements, I was not able to make my contribution; of course with private members’ business, members on 
both sides of the house have the opportunity to make a contribution. I am not even going to deign to talk about 
the contribution of the members on the other side, because obviously it added nothing to the debate and was just 
really wasting time when we could have been putting on the record some of wonderful achievements of this 
government and the wonderful announcements that were made in the recent budget. 

As members know, I represent the North Metropolitan Region. Had I had the opportunity to speak during private 
members’ business, I would have been very happy to put on the record the money that has been spent in the 
North Metropolitan Region during the term of this government and more specifically that has been allocated in 
this budget. However, members will have to wait with bated breath to hear that part of my contribution at a 
different time, which I am sure members will all be looking forward to, when someone on this side of the house, 
as always, speaks the truth. 

What I specifically want to speak about this evening in the time given to me is an announcement that I 
attended—a budget announcement, in fact—with my very good friend our Leader of the House and our very, 
very hardworking Minister for Education, Hon Peter Collier, and one of my colleagues from the other place, 
Eleni Evangel, the member for Perth, who has made an incredible contribution during her time as a member of 
Parliament. 

The announcement that we attended was at Highgate Primary School. That is a school that some members may 
be familiar with and some may not. Let me give members a bit of the history of Highgate Primary School. 
Highgate Primary School was established in 1895, making it one of the oldest schools in the metropolitan area. 
When the school opened on 1 November 1895, it started out with 80 children. The school has grown 
exponentially over the years through various governments that have all added to this school. There is no doubt 
that governments of all persuasions have seen the value of maintaining a school that is only two kilometres from 
the city centre, which makes it unique with regard to its proximity to the city. At the last count, there were 
approximately 595 students at that school. So, the growth of that school has been quite enormous. 

The announcement that we made on Monday was that Highgate Primary School will be given $5.5 million in the 
coming years to building a second storey addition that will be opened in 2018 to add early childhood facilities 
and some new classrooms. The school has limited space in which to expand, as is now a trend in some of the 
inner suburban areas, so it will be going up and become a two-storey school. 

Highgate Primary School is one of our independent public schools. One of the fantastic achievements of this 
government is that many of our schools have now become independent public schools. The principal of the 
school, Barbara Iffla, has nothing but praise for the school itself, and for the students and teachers, and also for 
the independent public school system. The school is run by a community board, as we know is the case with all 
independent public schools. I would like to pay tribute to Philip Goldswain, the outgoing chairman of the board 
of Highgate Primary School, who did a fantastic job in getting the school to where it is now. He stood down 
from the role recently, and at the announcement on Monday, I met Tanya Sim, the new chairman of the board 
who is just as enthusiastic as Philip about what will be happening at that school in the future and some of the 
fantastic programs it will offer. As one can imagine, a school located in Highgate, being where it is, is incredibly 
multicultural and something like 100 languages are spoken at that school. We were told that recently one of the 
school assemblies was conducted entirely in Mandarin. It is really interesting to see that the school embraces all 
the different cultures around. 

I know that our Minister for Child Protection is very interested in what happens at Highgate Primary School as 
well, because there are a number of women’s refuges located in that region. When mothers with children find 
themselves at refuges with very little support, Highgate Primary School takes those children straight away under 
their wing without any problem at all. Uniforms are specially set aside for these young children from refuges so 
that they can automatically become part of that wonderful school community, which really helps them at a time 
of great need. That is another fantastic thing that Highgate Primary School is doing. It has a very active parents 
and citizens association, and with us on Monday morning was Anne-Maree Ferguson, the chairman of the P&C, 
whose daughter is one of the prefects who showed us around. 

There is a fantastic horticulture program at the school and the gates are often left open on the weekend. There is 
very little vandalism or graffiti at this school because the community has access to the school on weekends. 
Residents of the local area are invited to take herbs that are grown in the herb garden to use in their own 
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kitchens, because the school feels that if the school grounds are open with the community coming in, it detracts 
from vandalism and graffiti, and as I walked around the school, I could certainly see how wonderfully the school 
grounds are looked after. 

I want to congratulate Eleni Evangel, the member for Perth. She fought very long and hard during the election 
campaign of 2013 when she was successful in winning that seat for our government. I was her patron member of 
the Legislative Council for part of her campaign and the Highgate Primary School was one place she went to. 
She said she would fight hard for it while she was the member for Perth to ensure that it could get the much-
needed extensions to ensure we kept on delivering the best quality education to those students. Again, 
congratulations to all concerned. I wish everybody involved with the Highgate Primary School community all 
the very best for the future. 
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